
City of Shorewood
Snowmobile Rules and Regulation
December 1 - March 31
This fact sheet contains important 
information for snowmobilers and 
pedestrians, skiers and property owners 
within the City of Shorewood.

Safety
Safety is the key concern. In 1996, a city wide survey of Shorewood residents identified concern for safety with 
respect to snowmobiling--especially along the LRT trail. In traveling along City streets, snowmobilers must be 
very aware of potential hazards when encountering pedestrians or other vehicles.

Enforcement
The South Lake Minnetonka Police Department will have police officers in squads and on a snowmobile patrol-
ling the city. Officers will take action on every violation observed. This may include impounding snowmobiles if 
the violation warrants it. The Police Department will coordinate enforcement efforts with other agencies.

The police snowmobile is equipped with emergency lights, radar and a radio. If any questions or problems arise 
while you are snowmobiling in the City, you are encouraged to either flag down the police officer or call 911 for 
assistance.

Youth Laws
It is unlawful for any person under fourteen years of age to operate a snowmobile on streets, highways, public 
lands, or frozen water or to make a direct crossing of a street unless accompanied by a parent or guardian. A 
person fourteen years of age or older, but less than twenty years of age, may operate a snowmobile on streets, 
highways, certain public land and frozen waters, only if they have in their immediate possession a valid snowmo-
bile safety certificate issued by the commissioner of Natural Resources.

Property Owners
Snowmobiles are not allowed onto your property or inside the plow ridge on the boulevard without your express 
permission. If a snowmobile enters your property without permission, call 911 immediately, then report the inci-
dent to City Hall, 952.960.7900. Your property will be inspected and we will work with you to help solve the 
problem.

Lake Access
Lake Minnetonka Regional Park offers a snowmobile access point to Lake Minnetonka. Snowmobiles may not 
be hauled by truck or trailer, but must be ridden to the park. The entrance is west of Shorewood at Highway 7 and 
County Road 44. Call Hennepin Parks, 763.559.6700, for more information.

Questions regarding any of the information in this notice should be directed to 
City Hall at 952.960.7900. Office hours are Monday - Friday, 8 am - 4:30 pm.
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Ordinance Rules Regarding Snowmobiles Within the City of Shorewood

Season	 The snowmobile season has been designated December 1 to March 31. Any person 
found riding outside these dates will be ticketed and their snowmobile may be 
impounded.

Hours of Use	 7 am - 10 pm, Sunday through Thursday
	 7 am - 11 pm, Friday and Saturday

Speed Limit	 City Streets and Highways 10 mph
	 Lakeshore Buffer Zone 10 mph when within 150 feet of shoreline

Lake Buffer	 Snowmobiles are prohibited in the 150 foot buffer zone along the shores of Lake Min-
netonka and lakes (frozen public waters) within Shorewood, except when entering or 
exiting the lake. In the buffer zone, travel must be perpendicular to the shoreline.

Street Use	 Snowmobiles must be driven on the street side of the plow ridge and avoid obstacles 
by going into the street, not onto the boulevard. Snowmobilers must drive in the direc-
tion of traffic.

Parks/Wetlands/	 Snowmobiles are prohibited from ALL City parks, wetlands and trails.

Permitted areas	 A person may operate a snowmobile on the following:
	 • Frozen public waters, except within 150 feet of the shoreline as stated above.
	 • Private property with the express permission of the property owner.
	 • On City streets for the purpose of direct travel from the operator’s home to the 
	   closest destination where snowmobiling is permitted, by the shortest possible route.

Crossing Streets	 When crossing streets or highways snowmobiles must:
	 • Cross at a ninety degree (90) angle.
	 • Be brought to a complete stop before crossing.
	 • Yield to all on-coming traffic.
	 • Cross with both front and rear lights illuminated.
	

Snowmobilers are responsible for knowing and obeying the laws within the city. 
Non-compliance may result in the loss of privileges for all snowmobilers.

Safety Classes

The Department of Natural Resources (DNR) offers approved Snowmobile Safety Training Classes through-
out the Twin Cities metro area. Upon completion, students taking this course will be required to demonstrate 

proficiency on a snowmobile. The course is open to anyone 12 years of age and older. Class size is limited and 
pre-registration is required. 
	 For more information call the DNR information line at (651) 296-4819. The DNR has posted class locations 
and dates beginning in early November on this information line. 

All riders 14 to 20 years old are required to have a Snowmobile Safety 
Certificate in their possession while riding within Shorewood City limits.
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